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I met P K Srinivasan (PKS) at the Rishi Valley School, around 1990, where I was the Bursar and he had 
come to conduct math workshops for teachers. I first saw him, standing outside my office, in his 
traditional attire of panchakaccham& kurta, with a paper in his hand and talking to an overseas visitor. 
He was talking to her about her interest in mathematics. Since mathematics was one of my interests, I 
invited him to my office. It was the beginning of a friend-guide-philosopher association for the next 15 
years. 

It was through him that I realized that, though I was good in doing mathematics, my understanding left a 
lot to be desired. He revealed to me the subtle and beautiful aspects of mathematics. As my interest in 
mathematics grew, I found him ready to share his knowledge without any reservations. He was, in the 
words of another admirer, Arvind Gupta, a copy-left man (one who feels thirst for knowledge must be 
given preference over copyrights!) 

I relearnt my primary mathematics with him and also understood languages, science & social studies 
better in the framework of concepts & skills that he revealed. Mathematics is a concept-heavy subject 
which except in the early stages, does not have any relation to the physical environment. It is a pure 
invention by the human mind. It is a subject eminently suited to develop logical & creative thinking. The 
best way to teach it is through activities, visualizations and relating to one's life experiences. Hence it 
cannot be "taught" but learners have to be enabled "to learn". PKS used to say "Concepts cannot be 
taught. They have to be caught". PKS felt that the traditional chalk & talk method is most unsuitable for 
mathematics and this is what leads to math phobia. 

He developed several "math learning" kits for activity-based learning. NCERT has published 2 books of 
his dealing with activities in mathematics. He also developed activities with simple daily-use materials 
to teach most concepts to children. He was a great believer in setting up Math Labs in schools and 
making practical activities as part of learning & assessment of mathematics. 

He was keenly interested that math teachers should belong to professional organizations and share their 
classroom understandings though articles in math journals. With a few like-minded colleagues he 
started the Association of Mathematics Teachers of India (AMTI) in 1956, which today is a thriving 
institution training teachers & students and publishing books of teaching of mathematics in school. 

He was in the habit of posing a problem, usually at the end of a meeting, which would keep me thinking 
for the next few days and which would also reveal to me many subtle aspects & connections that I had 
never realized. Of course many a time I had to return to him for some hints to proceed further. One such 
problem which revealed many layers was "Are the outer and inner rectangles of a photoframe similar?" 

He was an ardent admirer of the mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan and felt that students & teachers 
should understand his work better. In the 1960s, with the cooperation of his students he collected a lot 
of original letters & articles and published them as 2 commemorative volumes on the occasion of 
Ramanujan's 75 th birth anniversary. 

With the help of Mr Bose, who is an educational entrepreneur, he established the Ramanujan Museum 
and Math Education Centre, in 1991, in a suburb of North Chennai, housing copies of many letters 
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&documents written by and related to Ramanujan. For more details on his efforts to familiarize the 
society with the life and works of Srinivasa Ramanujan, please see Annexure 201. 

His dream was to have a Mathemagic Plaza on the lines of Disneyland where people can experience, first 
hand, through dynamic models & animations, the beauty of mathematics and its role in everyday life. 

He also felt that mathematics should be included in annual functions of a school in terms of plays & 
expositions so that the cultural aspects become known to students. He even invented a dance where 
children could create many patterns of a 4X4 magic square on the stage set to music. 

His passion for mathematics is visible as you approached his house in the suburbs of Chennai. You could 
see math equations & formulae painted & etched on the compound, walls & the gate. 

Apart from mathematics, he was interested in a wide variety of knowledge. He kept several volumes of 
scrap books in which he would cut and paste interesting articles. He also had a fantastic collection of 
books, many sent to him by his students from all over the world since they knew his interest in books. 

He was awarded the National Science Award by the Government of India in 1991 for promoting 
mathematics among children. 

4th November 1924 - 20 th June 2005 

(Part of my primary math articles) 
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